
ENGLISH IV AP SUMMER READING GUIDE 

 

Summer Reading Texts: 

Oresteia by Aeschylus (Greek Drama, Bantam Classics p. 15-88)  

 Agamemnon 

 Choephoroe (Libation Bearers) Summary 

 Euminides 

 

 

WHAT DO YOU REMEMBER ABOUT TRAGEDIES? 

Think back to Antigone: 

 What do you remember about the characteristics of a Greek 

Tragedy? 

 What do you remember about the traits of a tragic hero and the 

tragic flaw? 

 Remember that tragedies are meant for catharsis – the emotional 

purging of our pity and fear for the tragic hero 

 

ANTICIPATION QUESTIONS 

Consider YOUR person OPINION on these questions before you read the plays. After you read, reflect on your 

responses. Did the events of the play serve to solidify your beliefs or have your opinions changed? 

1. How do you define justice? 

2. Are there ever instances where two wrongs make a right? 

3. Is the issue of morality black and white or are their areas of ambiguity in what defines right and wrong? 

4. Can infidelity in a marriage ever be acceptable? 

5. What are your opinions on male versus female roles in society? 

6. Do you think there are distinct duties and responsibilities for mothers versus fathers when it comes to 

raising and morally shaping their children? 

 

GUIDED READING QUESTIONS AND CONCEPTS 

As you read and annotate Oresteia, pay attention to the following: 

 

Conflicts and Oppositions: 

 man versus woman 

 civic harmony versus civic chaos 

 new versus old (gods, political order, means of justice) 

 the use of persuasion versus violence 

o What connections does Aeschylus make between the concepts of justice, power, 

force/violence, and persuasion throughout the trilogy? 

Study Questions 

1. What are the two “rights” and/or “wrongs” faced by Agamemnon? Orestes? 

2. What are the various types of justice sought after throughout the trilogy? Compare/contrast character 

motivations as they each seek their own forms of justice. 

3. Evaluate which form of justice you consider to be the most “just.” 

4. How does the Chorus function throughout the trilogy? Do they seem to take sides on the issues at hand? 



5. What is the role of Cassandra’s visions in Agamemnon? 

6. How do you think an ancient audience would respond to Clytemnestra in Agamemnon? How did you 

respond to Clytemnestra? Why? 

7. What is the role of Athena in Euminides? 

8. Compare the arguments of Apollo to that of the Furies in Euminides. Evaluate their use of rhetoric in 

presenting the most valid argument. 

9. How does the court system in Euminides compare/contrast with our modern day system? 

10. How is the concept of blood vengeance key to the trilogy? What statement do you think Aeschylus is 

making about blood vengeance? 

11. How do key images in Oresteia mirror or echo one another throughout the trilogy? 

12. Which character do you find yourself sympathizing with most? Which character do you find yourself 

disliking most? What are your reasons? 

13. Have your opinions on the definition of justice changed after reading Oresteia? 

14. What are the primary definitions of femininity and masculinity according to Aeschylus? Who are the 

characters that illustrate those definitions? Why would Aeschylus create characters who don’t fit the 

classic definitions? 

15. What is the role of woman, wife, mother vs. man, ruler, father in the ancient world? How are these roles 

similar or different to the definitions in modern society or to your personal definitions? 

 

You may also find the family tree for the House of Atreus useful in categorizing/identifying key characters. 

 

 


